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How to ……….
To sew tacking stitches 

Tacking stitches are used to temporarily hold two or more pieces of fabric together. It is a large running stitch that is quick and easy to do. 
Why Tack? 

Tacking stitches save time! We can test out our seams to ensure they are correctly positioned before committing ourselves to the sewing machine. Tacking stitches are easily removed and they will not damage or mark your fabric. 
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Step 1: Thread your needle. Choose a contrast thread when tacking; this will make your stitches clear and easier to remove after machine stitching. 
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Step 2: Start on the face side of your fabric insert needle into fabric and weave needle through fabric taking up around 1cm of fabric. In order to secure our stitches we are going to backstitch at the start and end of the seam. 
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Step 3: Continue forward, your stitches should be 1cm in length with a 1cm gap in between - This is approx a finger space between each stitch. 
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When tacking we must ensure that the needle always lies on the surface of the fabric with the eye and sharp point visible at all times. 

Step 4: Backstitch at the end of the seam to secure.

Top tips: 

· Position your tacking stitch inside the seam allowance but not exactly on your stitch line. For example if you have a 1.5cm seam allowance, tack at 1cm from edge. If you sew over the tacking stitches they will be difficult to remove and your final stitches may be damaged!






